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JORDIN NC! 


> LORDS & COMMONS 


Aſſembled in PARLIAMENT, 
FOR 


Keeping of Scandalous perſons from the: 
Scacrament of the Loxps-Surezx, the 


1 Enabling of Congregations for the choyereg 3 


Supplying of Defeats in former Ordi 


nances and Directions of PAR LI AMR NI 
Concet ning 


CHU RCH-GOVER NMENT:,! 


* 


— — — 


Die Sabbathi, 14. Marti. 1645, 
N by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, Th 
Oi: 4 be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. 
H: Elſynge, Cler. Parl. D. Com. 


ny Painced for Edward Huiband, Printer to the Honor ; 
norable Houſe of (Commons. March 16.16 4 5. : 
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them all to the Parliament; Although it cannot be ex- 


(3) 
Die Sabbathi, 14. Martii. 1645. 
An Ordinance of the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament, 


$$$ He Lords and Commons Afﬀembled in 
Parliament, Being very ſenſible of the 
9 b Fes great Duty which lieth upon them to ſetle 
Matters concerning Religion and the Mor ſhip 
of Almighty Gop; And having continu- 
ally before their Eyes, the Covanant 
which they have ſo ſolemnly taken for the performance 
thereof, and the manifold motives and incourage- 
ments thereunto, which are given them from Gov 
himſelf, by a ſpecial Hand of Providence, powrir 
forth daily mercies upon them: In diſcharge of their 
Duty, and in purſuance of the ſaid Covenamt, and in 


. thankfulnefſe ro God for all his Mercies, having diligent- 


ly applyed themſelves to that Work of his Houſe by yg | 
Grace and aſſiſtance, they have made ſome progrefle 

therein, not withſtanding the exigency of other Affairs, 
accompanied often ti mes with great and imminent dan- 
gers; And notwithſtanding the great difficulty of the 
Work it ſelf in divers reſpe&s, and particularly in the 
right joynting of what was to be ſettled with the Laws 
and Government of the Kingdom, the want whereof 
hath cauſed much trouble in this and other States; yet 
by the merciful aſſiſtance of God, having removed the 
Book of Common- Prayer, with all its unneceflary and 
burdenſome Ceremonies, and eftabliſhed the Directory 
in the room thereof; and having aboliſhed the Prelatical 
Hierarchy by Archbiſhops, Biſhops,and their Dependants; 
and inſtead thereof, laid the foundation of a Presbyterial 
Government in every Congregation, with Subordination 
ro Claſſical, Provincial, and National Aſſemblies, and of 
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| (4) 


F pected that a preſcnt Rule in every particular ſhould be 


ſettled all at once, bu: that there will be need of Supply- 


ment and Additions, and haply alſo of alteratibns in 
ſome things, as experience ſhall bring to light the neceſſi- 
ty thereof; yet were the Fundamentals and Subſtantial 


pres of that Government long ſince ſettled in perſons, 
y and over whom. it was. to be. exerciſed, and the na- 
türe, extent and reſpeRive Subordination of their power 
was linuted and defined ; onely concerning the Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, how all 
ſuch perſons as were guilty of notorious and ſcandalous 
Offences,” might be ſuſpended from it, ſome difficulty 
arifing, norſs much in the Matter it ſelf, at in the Manner 
How it ſhoutd be done, and who ſhould be the Judges of 
the Offerite : The Lords and Commons having it al- 
wayes in their purpoſe and intention, and it being ac- 


Tord 5 Declared and Refolved by them, Thar all 
0 


"forts of notorious ſcandalous Offendors ſhould be 
ſuſpended from the Sacrament; For the preventing of 
an indefinite, and unlimited power in the Elderſhips, oy 


- 


3 for the preſent, That the particular Caſes of ſuc 


alous Offences ſhould be ſpecified and enumerated, 
'be*made by Authority of Parliament, for ſuch Caſes as 
were left out of the ſatd enumeration , which according- 
y having ſince taken into their ſerions confideration, and 
Raving had ſeveral dehates thereupon as the difficulty of 
the Matter required, which hath taken up much time, 
for the avoiding, as far as, poſſible may be, all Arbitrary 
| Are that all ſuch Cafes wherein perſons ſhould 

xe fafpentied from the Sacrament. of the Lords Supper, 
might be brought to the Cognizance, and paſſt rhe Iudge- 
ment of the Parlizment, who were bound in luſtice as 
well to take care that none be in injuriouſſy detained from 


Witti expreffe Declaration, That further proviſion ſhould 


* * — 
Mn TT —_— — 
— — 


— — 


(3) 
that Ordindfice, as to give power whereby ſuch may be 
kept away who are unfit to partake therein; And to the 
intent alſe that a full and ſpeedy courſe may be ſeitled to 
enable the ſeveral Elderſhips to ſuſpend all ſuch Offendors 
from the Lords Supper; without having recourſe to the 
Parliament it ſelf from all parts of the Kingdom upon 
every ſuch emergent Caſe, which might prove trouble- 
ſome and tediogs, ind give liberty to ſuch notorious and 
ſcandalous Offendors'to communicate a long ſpace in the 
ſaid Ordinance; and to rhe Intent likewiſe, That all ſuch 
Caſes coming firſt from the particular Elderſhips, may 
after they have paſſed the Judgement of Parliament, returp 
again to all the ſeveral Elderſhips within the Kingdom, 
to proceed upon them from time to time in like manner as 
in the Caſes enumerated. For the ends and purgoſes 
aforeſaid ,, and alſo for ſupply of, ſame defeds in the 
former Ordinance, and Directions of Parliament, con- 
cetting cheichoicebf Erpfls, and ſome other Matters; 


I. QE it Oꝛdained, that there be foꝛth⸗ 
with a: choice. made of Elders 
5 cs M England,and 
ominion of Wales ,, in the reſpectiwe 
Parich Churches and Chappels, accozd: 
iugtoſuch Directions as have alro@dy 
paſſed voty Houſes , bearing date Agguſt 
the mineteenth, One thouſand: ſip hun: 
d:rdfourty and five, and ſince that time; 
and all Ctaſſes and Parochiat- Comes: - 
gations dre reſpectiven hereby Autho⸗ 
l riſed 7 


| (6) 
| rifed and required koꝛthwith effectually 
to pꝛoceed therein acco2dingly, 

[. II. That notice of the Election of 
| Parochial and Congregational Elders, 
| 
| 


by the Miniſter in the publtke Aſſembly, 
the next Loꝛds day but one befoze; and 
that on the ſaid Loꝛds day a Sermon be 
| Pzeached pꝛeparatozp to that Weighty 
| buſineſle, 17 l 
III. That ſuch Elections ſhall be 
made by the Congregation, oꝛ the majo2 
part of them then allembled, being ſuch 
as have taken the National Covenant, And 
are not perſons under Age, noꝛ ſervants 
that have no Families. 8 
IV. That the Tryers of Elections of 
- Elders, ſhall Have power to receive, hear, 
and determine all exceptions bzought 
in to them concerning undue Elections; 
and to that end to call befoze them all 
ſuch perſons ſo elected, and accepting 
ſuch Election, and to ſend foꝛ ſuch wit⸗ 
8 as ſhall be nominated unto them 
by ſuch perſons as ſhall bzingin ſuch ex⸗ 
- ceptions; and ſhall Have power to — 
W355. e 


and ok the time when it ſhall be, be given 


- — —— 


( 

mine upon Oath both the perſons bzatng- 
ing in ſuch exceptions, and the ſaid wit⸗ 
neſlſes,concerningany undue pzoceedings 
in the manner of the ſatd Election, and 
concerning all matters of Ignozance 
o2 Scandal objected againſt the party 
elected, and expreſſed in any Oꝛdinance 
of Parliament, to be a ſufficient cauſe of 
ſuſpenſion from the Sacramentok the 
Lo2ds Supper (and of which, any Elder- 
ſhip by any O2dtnance of Parliament 
hath. cognGance and juriſdiction) and 
that ſhall be pꝛoved to have been commit⸗ 
ted within one whole peer bekoꝛe theex⸗ 
ceptions exhibited; and thar the perſons 
againſt whom the exceptions are taken, 
(hall have like liberty to pioduce Wit⸗ 
neſles to be examined in line manner on 
their behalf. 8 


| 


V. That the Tryers ſhall have power 


to examine; whether the Elders that are 
to be choſen, be ſo qualified as is expeſ- 
ſed in the Oꝛdinance oꝛ Directions which 
hath paſſed both Houſes, - 


VI. That in caſe the Election of any! |: 


F 


Elder of a Congregation upon juſt pzoof 
** and 


(89 
Aud examination, be found by the Try 
ers appointed foꝛ that purpoſe to be un⸗ 
nei made; the ſaid Trpers may oꝛder 
ſuch Elder to be removed, and another to 
be choleu in his place. 
VII. That the Chappels 07 plates in 
the houfes of the King and his Epawen. 
ſhall continue free for the exerciſe of Dt- 
vine Duties to be perfozmed accoꝛding 
to the Dixeqvey,. amd not other wie. 
VII. That the Chappels oꝛ places in 
the Houſes of the Peers of this Realm, 
ſhall have the like freedom. ; 


0 
1X: That ithe Savoy Partſh! ail be? 
reckonedWithmthe eleventh Claſsis of: 
London. 0 
X. Tharthe Chappel of the Rolls, the 
two Serj eants Ius, and the four Inns df 
Court, ſhail be a P20vince of themſelves. 
That the Presbytery ot the Chappelof 
the Rolls, the Two Setjeants Inns, andthe 
four Inns of Court, ſhall be divided tnto 
two Claſſes. 


That Lincolns-Inn, Grays-Inn, Serjeants- 
lun in Chancery-Lane, and the Rolls, ſhall 

be one Claſsts: That the two Temples, 
Mp | And 


the other Claſsls.. NEE 4300 
XI. That the Claſsical Aſſemblies in 
each Province, ſhall aſſemble them 
ſelves within one moneth-:after they 
ſhall be conſtitnted and this Oꝛdinance 
publiſhed; aud ſhall thencefoꝛth held 
their meettags monethly by adjourn- 


ment, oꝛoftner if need be, in — (Fs 


tain place as ſhall be moſt convenien 
the eaſe of the pedple. | 
XII. That out of every Congregatt- 
onal Elderſhtp, thert ſhall be two Elders | 
2 mote, not exceeding the number of 
ur, and one Miniſter: ſent to every 
Claſsis. n e 
XIII. That all perſans guilty of notozt- 
ous ſcandalous-offences, and moꝛe par- | 
ticularly, all renouncers of the true Pꝛo⸗ 


teſtant Religion, pꝛofeſſed in the Church 
of * -aud all perſons that s 


'(s) 
and Serjeants-Inn in Fleetſtreet, chall be 


pꝛeaching 92 writing, maintain any ſuch 
errours as do ſubvert any of thoſe Arti⸗ 
cles, the tgnozance Whereof--do render 
any perſon excluded from the Hacra- 
ment ok the Toꝛds Supper: And aul 
enn mk perſons 


Ae perſons may 


4 (10) 
perſons that (hall make any Images, oꝛ 
Pictures of the Lrinity,o2 ot᷑ any perſon 
, thereof: And all perſons in whom malice 
| appears; and they refuſe to be reconciled. 
andthe lame appearing upon ſult pꝛook, 
h perlons be ſuſpended krom 
the Sacrament of the Lozwds'Supper. 
- XIV. That in every Pꝛovince perſons 
chall be choſen by the Houſes of Pärlta⸗ 
- Ment, Gali de Commilsioners to 
judge of ſcandalous offences (not enu- 
merated in any Oꝛdinante of Parlia⸗ 
ment) to them pzeſented.; And that the 
Elderchip of that Congregation Where 
the ſald offence was committed, Wall 
upon examination and proof ok ſuch 
ſtandaldus offence (in line manner as 
is to be done in the offences enumera⸗ 
ted) certifie the lame to the Commil⸗ 
fidfners, together with the * ta⸗ 
ken dbefoze them, and defo:e> the ſaid 
certificate, the parcy Accuſes hall have 
tiderty to make ſich-defence as He ſhall 


Y 


Man tit-before- the rats 'Exverthip, and 
Alto befoze the Commiſsioners, befo:e 


| anycertificate call de made to the ar- 
1 2 ament. 


| (u 
gation may fozbear to adminiſter the 
| Sacrament to ſuch a perſon fo2 that 
time, and he 1- within eight — 

02- 


after certifie the ſaid offence and 
bearauce unto theCommiſstoners afo:e- 
ſaid; and upon certificate ſo made, the 
faitd Commtſstoners ſhall proceed there- 
upon as in other caſes not enumerated, 
and ſhall make certificate of the caſe oꝛ 
tales, with their opinions, to both Hou- 
fes of Parliament With all ſpeed: And 
thereupon the Parliament ſhall proceed 
to a final determination of the caſe, and 
fend the fame determination thereof to 
the Pariſh where ſuch offence ſhall have 
been committed; and as often as the like 
caſe ſhall fall out in any Conazegation. 
| the Elderſhip thereof having notice of 
ſuch determination, ſhall proceed there- 
upon as in caſe of offences enumerated 
in any O:2dinance of Parliament. 

XVII. That the ſaid Commiſstoners 
on notice given to them oz any two 
ok them, of any caſe of ſcandal befain 
| (whereof they ought to have cognizaunce 

| -by vertue of any. Oꝛdinance of Parlia- 
4 men 


' vince o maſer part of them, and allo 


tue ot anyſuch 


435 
ment) ſhall aſſemble themſelves in ſuch 
certain place within that Pꝛovince, as 
may be moſt convenient fo: the eaſe or 
the people: And thereof (hall give 
timely- notice to the Miniſters of chat 
Pꝛovinte whereof they are Commiſsto- 
ners, and being met ſhall adjourn their 
meeting krom time to time, foꝛ ſuch time 
as the caſe ſhall require. 

XVIII. That the Elderſhip of each 
Congregation, oz the major part of 
them, as alſo the Clafſis of each Pꝛo⸗ 


the P2ovincial Commifstoners oz the 
majoꝛ part of them after they ſhall be 
afſembled,: ſhall have power by Wwar- 
rant- under their hands (in all caſes 
Whereof they have cognizance, by any 
Oꝛdinance of Parliament) to convent 
befoze them all perſons, againſt whom 
any complaint W be brought by ver⸗ 

2diuance, and all fuch 
witneſſes as ſhall be named accoꝛding te 
any ſuch Oꝛdinante foꝛ the difcovery of 
the Truth of ſuch complaint; and in 


caſe- any ſuch perſon tſhail refuſe to ap- 


ember of the Houſe of e Wy 
ſsitaut of the Houſe of Peers, 92 Of- 
ficer of either of the Houſes of Parkia- 
ment, then upon complaint made to the 
next Juſtice of the Peace, the party re- 
_ fuſing ſhall be bzought befoze him; and 
in cale of obſtinate perſiſting, ſhall be 
committed by the ſaid Juſtice of Peace 
till he ſubmit to oꝛder. i] 

XIX. That it any Member of a Congze- 
gation ſhall by vertue of any Oꝛdinance 


dal, be ſuſpended from the Satrament 
of the Loꝛds Supper; and being ſo ſuſ- 
2 (hall offer Himſelf to any other 


of 


ngꝛegation to receive the Dacrament 
the .02ds Supper together with 
them, ſuch Congregation having notice 
of ſuch ſuſpenſion, ſhall not without cer- 
tificate from the Congregration where- 


Dacrament, 


XX, That any Miniſter of a Congre- 
gation may be ſuſpended from giving oꝛ 


E "OE © = 
® enerof ee of this Realm, - 


of Parliament fo2 any offence of ſcan- 


of he ts a Member, admit him unto the 


receiving, and any Elder from receiving. 


J% 
WES 
\ : 


| 


the;Sacrament of the Lozds Supp! 
manner, and have the like b 


penſion ot the Elder from the Sacrament, 
the Elder ſo ſuſpended, ſhall not execute 


 lytopzoceed thereupon by examination 


terdings ufito 


fo: the ſame cauſes , and in the 7 
eal as any other perſon ma open 4 
peal as any other perſon m 25 
dinance of Parliament ;+ after ſuchſuCl- 


that Office during his ſuſpenſion; until 
the Appeal be determined; and if upon 
Appeal the ſuſpenſion appear to have 
been juſt, then another to be cholen in 
WA cl. That! u tat rAppeatt he 

XXI. u all caſes of Appeal tothe 
Claſſical, Provincial, oz National At- 
ſembly, they ſhall Have power reſpective- * 


of witneſſes and otherwile,inſuch man⸗ 
ner as che Congregational Elderſhip - 
from Which the Appeal ariſeth are ena⸗ 
bled to do by any Oꝛdinante of Parlias- 
ment, aud hall certifie ſueh their peo 
the lald dee ier 
XXII. That in caſe of ſuch ſuſpenſi gg 
ot any Miniſter, the Claſſis whereunto 
the laid Congregation doth belong, ſhall - 
appotntlome fit perlon oꝛ perſons 12 the 


* 


1 and ff Nat bade power to aw con 
4 nt maintenance fo2 that end,out of 
-» Wepofits belonging to the Miniſter lo 
57 ded, and have hereby power to ſe⸗ 
quel x-aud tmpioy the ſane fen that 


| 470 bac in all caſes of ſuſpenſion of 
* n - dn from the Sacrament, the 
5 prey. uſpended (upon mantfeſtation dt 
1 er-repentance befoze the Elder- 
hom the party was ſuſpended) 

dent dagain unts the Sacra- 

1 A Supper, and the 
mthencefo:th ſhall be void. 


ers. 40: any re of them Hail not derer -1 
Mine the caſe the "Elder os "wichn fs 
em from er p n 
s ir LES to the Sacrament 


45 the cauſe ſhall be determined, oꝛ un⸗ 
he give ſatisfaction to the eld erchtp. 


FINIS. 


